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June 6, 1961
STATEMENT OF SENATOR MIKE MANSFIELD (D,, MONTANA)

THE DOMINICAN CRISIS

Mr. President:
Over the decades we have labored together with the Latin American
nations to develop a rational system of inter-American relations.

The en-

during aim and direction of this effort has been peace in this hemisphere and
the advancement in common of the common interests of the American republics.
The

i~ter-American

we wish it to be.

system is far from perfect.

It is not all that

It is not all that Latin American states desire it to be.

Nevertheless, it has served all well, particularly since the beginnings of
the Good Neighbor policy.
It has brought immense gains in trade to all.
safely through World War II.

It carried us all

In general, it has functioned since that time

to keep the peace of the Hemisphere.
In saying that, I am not overlooking the threats from without and
within which now beset the Americas.

I am not overlooking Cuba.

overlooking recent events in the Dominican Republic.

I am not

I am simply putting

these concerns in fuller perspective o I am suggesting that whatever we do
with respect to any particular. situat1on had better be do::J.e with a close eye
on the

int~~erican

systP.m.

In short, we need to think with and act with

the other American nations in the patterns that axe embodied in the Rio
Treaty and the Charter of the Organization of the American States.

We must

do so no matter how pressing a hemispheric problem may seem to us alone at
any given moment.
If we are to recall anything worth recalling from the Cuban
experience it is this principle.

And we need to recall this principle

now, in the light of recent events in the Dominican Republic.
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The crisis in ·;;bat tragic island is of concern, in the first
place, to the Dominican people who have lived with this desperate situation for so many years.

In the second place, it is of concern not to this

nation alone "bn'v Jco all the nations of the Western Hemisphere.

There j_s

only one aspec·i; of this situation which is of preponderant concern at this
tim~

to the

Uni~ed

States.

That is the well-being of our citizens living

on the island who may be caught in the political maelstrom.
I do not kno•,r whaJG present conditions are within the Dominican
Republic.

There are disturbing reports e.nd rumors but I doubt that anyone

yet knows tte facts wi+,h any degree of accuracy.
of our communiea"tio!',B with Cuidad

~ujillo

The technical qualities

are poor.

Even worse, our

capacity to learn what is going on in that capital is limited and, outside
of it, virtually n.on-existent.
But I want "to repeat our on.ly significant and unique interest
in this situation is the well-being of our citizens.

To the extent that

outsiders are involved at all, whatever else transpires in the Dominican
Republic is the concern of a].l the American Republics.
Since that is the case, the course we pursue in the days ahead
should be closely concerted w:i.th these Republics through the Organization
of the Ame:r:i.can Si.;ates.
wiser

an~

In this matter, there are Latin American heads

grayer with direct experience.

respect and attention.

In the

mean~jime,

They should be listened to with
we must make every effort to in-

crease the flow of accurate information from the Dominican Republic so
that we shall be in a position to make intelligent judgments.

In this

connection, the O.A.S. is moving in the right direction in trying to arrange
to seuo_ a subcommittee to the island.
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Finally, Mr. Presj_dent, we must not permit a clogging of the
channels of information, advice and decision in this matter--from the
Secretary of State directly to the President and other elected officials
of this government.
~-risis--by

There is no room for "para-decisions" on the Dominican

other d.epa;rtments, agencies or officials if we are to act ef-

fectively in this situation.
We do not yet know what will emerge from the Dominican crisis.
It seems to me, however, that

~his

nation will contribute all it is able

to contribute, in good sense, to the development of a better situation
for the Dominican people and to the more rapid return of the Dominican
Republic to the House of the Americas if it pursues a course based upon
the following premises:
(l)

Our only unique concern with the internal si"liuation in that

country is the welfare of American citizens.

To that end ,.,.e must be pre-

pared to safeguard them as circumstances require.
(2)

We have a shared concern with the other American Republics

for the welfare of the Dominican people and must be prepared to join with
those Republics in alleviating immediate human want in the island.

(3)

We heve a share& concern with the other Republics in the

emergence of more responsible

a~d

responsive government in the Dominican

Republic and must be prepared to entertain suggestions from the Latin
American nations on how joint action may be effective in aiding the Dominican people to achieve this end.
(4)

We have a shared responsibility vlith the other American

Republics to facilitate the prompt. return of the Dominican Republic to
full participation in hemispheric cooperation and we must be prepared to

- 4entertain suggestions from the other American Republics and, as our own
knowledge of the situation increases, to offer suggestions as to how this
may be achieved.

Mr. President, if what I am suggesting is not clear from this
enumeration

·~en

I shall put it more bluntly:

The future of the Dominican

Republic is not ours alone or even predominantly to decide under the interAmerican system.

It is for the Dominicans to decide.

It is for the nations

of the Western Hemisphere and not for us alone to determine through the institutions of hemispheric cooperation how the Dominicans may be helped in a
practical way and it is for the American Republics to act in concert to extend that help.

